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A couch-bed, at present called a Hollywood bed, which usually
consists of a regular twin-size bed without a visible frame, is easy
to cover. A loosely fitted boxlike slip cover with a big box pleat
at each corner, or a large sheetlike spread that reaches to the floor
at the ends and sides of the bed, is desirable. See pages 241, 312,
421, 422, and 424. For a couch-bed in a combination study and
bedroom, the spread should be a darker color and more restrained
than for one located in a bedroom proper. Plain colors are usually
best; however, mixtures, stripes, plaids, or checks are satisfactory
patterns because they produce a desirable tailored effect. It is
often well to have plain cushions wkh a figured cover, or vice
versa, so that the amount of material of one land will be less. See
page 9 for a couch cover with unusual texture interest.
The fabric for a couch-bed spread should be pleasant to touch
and heavy enough so that it will not wrinkle easily. Heavy velour,
corduroy, monk's cloth, crash, denim, and printed mohair make
good couch-bed covers in rooms where they are appropriate. For
summer, a large India print (page 345) edged with a plain colored
band makes a satisfactory bedspread; an identical India print may
be made into window curtains or hung on a wall beside the bed.
A bedspread must be functional. In a small home, bedspreads
or couch covers should not be too good to be used freely. If a
busy woman wants to lie down for a few minutes' rest without
removing her shoes, the spreads should be dark enough to permit
her to do so. See page 422. There should be a folded shawl or
blanket of harmonious color and pattern on the bed in cool sea-
sons for the comfort of anyone who lies down during the day.
Making a bedspread is not difficult. A spread should be made
very long to cover the pillows adequately. It is often advisable
to make the main bedspread separate from the mattress flounce,
dust ruffle, or valance which conceals the box spring and the space
under the bed. The top counterpane and the side ruffle need not
always be of the same material. When making a spread for a
bed with an ugly frame it is well to consider making slip covers
for the head and foot boards, too, from the same material. See
page 302. Quilted fabrics are especially effective for this pur-
pose. Separate shaped, padded headboards and sideboards, to be
covered with the same material as the bedspread, are usually pro-
curable, or can be made by an amateur. See page 42 L

